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About UN-Habitat Philippines 
 

The United Nations Human  
Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat) 
is the United Nations agency  
mandated to support sustainable  
urbanization across the globe. Since 
2003, UN-Habitat has worked in the 
Philippines directly with national  
government partners and over 50  
local government units on the                             
localization of global development 
frameworks with special focus on       
urban planning and design, post-
disaster and post-conflict community
-based shelter recovery, slum               
upgrading, solid waste management, 
climate change adaptation and miti-
gation, and disaster prevention and 
response.  

PHILIPPINES:  

THE URBAN CHALLENGE 
 

Level of urbanisation grew from 45.3% in 
2010 to 51.2% in 2015. 

- Philippine Statistics Authority, 
March 2019 

 
Average of 22 tropical cyclones enter the 
Philippine Area of Responsibility per year. 
At least 60% of the country’s total land ar-
ea is exposed to multiple hazards, 74% of 
the population is vulnerable to their impact.   
 - UN OCHA Philippines, April 2019 
 
There are about 1.5 million informal  
settler families, 50% of which live in high 
risk and danger areas  
         - Philippine New Urban Agenda,  
October 2016 
 
We are witnessing a world that will continue 
to urbanize over the next three decades—
from 56 per cent in 2021 to 68 per cent in 
2050. This translates into an increase of 2.2 
billion urban residents, living mostly in Afri-
ca and Asia.” 

- World Cities Report 2022:  
Envisaging the Future of Cities 

United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat) 

OUR PARTNERS IN             
BUILDING A 
#BETTERURBANPH  
 

UN-Habitat strives to establish strong 
strategic partnerships  encompassing a 
wide range of groups and institutions 
that pursue sustainable urbanization 
and human settlements development.  
• National government agencies 
• Local government units 
• Government donors 
• Non-government/Civil Society            

Organizations 
• Policy makers 
• Professional Organizations 
• Academe 
• Private sector 
• Local, regional, and global financial              

institutions 
• UN agencies 
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OUR ADVOCACIES  
 

The right to adequate shelter for all 
Our shelter projects incorporate a community-driven 
approach called the People’s Process, hinged on     
self-recovery of shelter and community facilities by 
strengthening the community’s technical and           
institutional capacities.  

 
Plan and manage cities for improved  
urban environment  
UN-Habitat works with all levels of government to 
mainstream environmental considerations, including  
in proper solid waste management and reduction of  
marine litter, in local plans and policies. 

 
A shift in how we urbanize can stem the tide of 
climate change 
UN-Habitat works with cities and governments to   
develop mitigation and adaptation strategies for    
climate change. The success of this adaptation      
depends critically on the availability of necessary    
resources, not only financial, but also knowledge, 
technical capability, institutional resources, and tools. 
 

“UN-Habitat, in its role as a  focal 

point [on sustainable urban      

development], will call upon all 

development actors and       

stakeholders, including   local and 

regional government, civil society, 

the private sector and academia 

at every level, to work in concert 

to assist it in implementing its 

Strategic Plan.” 

           - UN-Habitat, The Strategic  

 Plan 2020-2023 

+63 2 79022570 

info@unhabitat.org.ph 

www.unhabitat.org.ph 

www.facebook.com/UNHabitatPhilippines 

https://twitter.com/unhabitatph 



How we are addressing the urban challenges in the Philippines 

Building Climate Resiliency 

through Urban Plans and  

Design (BCRUPD) 

STRATEGY  

Support national priorities on urban development and housing as well as support cities and    
local governments, as drivers of sustainable and equitable development, in operationalizing   
national priorities in the local context. 

Rebuilding Marawi through               

community-driven Shelter and 

Livelihood 

Healthy Oceans and Clean  

Cities Initiative (HOCCI) 

Accelerating the Implementation of the ASEAN    

Sustainable Urbanisation Strategy 

Inter-regional Cooperation for the Imple-

mentation of the New Urban Agenda 

PROJECTS* 

AREAS OF WORK 

 
Formulation of the Resilient and Green 

Human Settlements Framework (RGHSF)  

“ 

[The Resilient and Green Human Settle-
ments Framework] exposes a paradigm 
shift from conventional development to re-
silience building by adapting a holistic and 
inclusive approach to address the combined 
challenges of climate change, urbanization, 
and the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
- Usec. Marilyn Pintor, DHSUD at the first 
RGHSF Experts Group Meeting  

“ 

The People’s Process in shelter recovery is a 
really positive and interesting approach be-
cause the people are involved in the imple-
mentation. A thousand hands are  
better than one.  
 
- Farhannah Madid, Teacher, Barangay South 
Madaya on Rebuilding Marawi Shelter and 
Livelihood 

People often say that cleaning and segregat-
ing waste is a woman’s job. But I feel proud 
that as a simple homemaker, I am able to join 
other women in the community and help the 
environment through our plastic 3Rs  
activities.   
 
- Sarah Jade Suren, Member, Women Waste 
Warriors on  Healthy Oceans and Clean Cities 
Initiative 

“ 

OUR WORK  

 
Enhanced climate and disaster risk  

analytics tool (pilot testing stage)  

923 
completed permanent houses for internally 
displaced families in Marawi City, with 77 
units for completion in June 2022 

1,488 direct and 6,892 indirect beneficiaries           

of 33 cooperatives operating 82 kinds of  

livelihood projects  

32 
organized and duly registered      

Homeowners Associations actively 

participating in the shelter construction 

6 
cities being supported in developing 

their City Plan of Action on Marine Litter 

*For ongoing projects as of June 2022 

2 partner provinces supported for  

improved climate risk diagnostics 

land use policy housing climate  

change 

urban  

planning  

and design 

open  

spaces 

waste  

management 

resettlement connectivity 

REACH* 

13 Cities 
 
2 Provinces 
 

UN-Habitat Domains of Change 

Provincial Climate Risk Diagnostic  

Strengthening Institutions and Empowering Localities against 

Disasters and Climate Change (SHIELD) 

11 
groups representing informal waste 

sector, women, and environment  

volunteers organized and capacitated 

on enterprise management  


