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About UN-Habitat Philippines 
 

The United Nations Human Settlements 
Programme (UN-Habitat) is the United 
Nations agency mandated to support 
sustainable urbanization across the 
globe. Since 2003, UN-Habitat has 
worked in the Philippines directly with 
national government partners and over 
50 local government units on the                             
localization of global development 
frameworks with special focus on       
urban planning and design, post-
disaster and post-conflict community-
based shelter recovery, slum               
upgrading, climate change adaptation 
and mitigation, and disaster prevention 
and response.  

PHILIPPINES:  

THE URBAN CHALLENGE 
 

 

Level of urbanisation grew from 45.3% in 

2010 to 51.2% in 2015. 
- Philippine Statistics Authority, March 2019 

 

Average of 22 tropical cyclones enter the    

Philippine Area of Responsibility per year.    

At least 60% of the country’s total land area 

is exposed to multiple hazards, 74% of the     

population is vulnerable to their impact.   

 - UN OCHA Philippines, April 2019 

 

National housing backlog is at 6.38 million 

units with 3.62 million informal settler      

families.  

         - HUDCC Consolidated Shelter Plan Data,    

                    December 2018 

 

With over 90% of confirmed cases coming 

from urban areas, cities have been the      

epicentres of COVID-19. Lockdowns and   

other public health measures have exposed 

and worsened inequalities in cities. 
- World Cities Report 2020: The Value of      

Sustainable Urbanization 

 

 

 
 

 

 

United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat) 

OUR PARTNERS IN             
BUILDING A 
#BETTERURBANPH  
 

UN-Habitat strives to establish strong 
strategic partnerships  encompassing a 
wide range of groups and institutions 
that pursue sustainable urbanization 
and human settlements development.  
• National government agencies 
• Local government units 
• Government donors 
• Non-government/Civil Society            

Organizations 
• Policy makers 
• Professional Organizations 
• Academe 
• Private sector 
• Local, regional, and global financial              

institutions 
• UN agencies 
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OUR ADVOCACIES  
 

The right to adequate shelter for all 
Our shelter projects incorporate a community-driven 
approach called the People’s Process, hinged on     
self-recovery of shelter and community facilities by 
strengthening the community’s technical and           
institutional capacities.  

 
Plan and manage cities where everyone thrives 
We support governments at the city, regional, and  
national  levels to improve policies, plans, and         
designs for more socially inclusive, and better         
integrated and connected cities that foster              
sustainable urban development and are resilient to    
climate change.  

 
A shift in how we urbanize can stem the tide of 
climate change 
UN-Habitat works with cities and governments to   
develop   mitigation and adaptation strategies for    
climate change. The success of this adaptation      
depends critically on the availability of necessary    
resources, not only financial, but also knowledge, 

“UN-Habitat, in its role as a  focal 

point [on sustainable urban      

development], will call upon all 

development actors and       

stakeholders, including   local and 

regional government, civil society, 

the private sector and academia 

at every level, to work in concert 

to assist it in implementing its 

Strategic Plan.” 

           - UN-Habitat, The Strategic  

 Plan 2020-2023 

+63 2 79022570 

info@unhabitat.org.ph 

www.unhabitat.org.ph 

www.facebook.com/UNHabitatPhilippines 

https://twitter.com/unhabitatph 



How we are addressing the urban challenges in the Philippines 

Building Climate Resiliency through     

Urban Plans and Design 

STRATEGY  

Support national priorities on urban development and housing as well as support cities and    
local governments, as drivers of sustainable and equitable development, in operationalizing   
national priorities in the local context. 

Rebuilding Marawi through               

community-driven Shelter and Livelihood 

Healthy Oceans and Clean  

Cities Initiative 

Accelerating the Implementation of the ASEAN    

Sustainable Urbanisation Strategy 

Prosperity Fund Global Future Cities Programme 

Inter-regional Cooperation for the Implementation 

of the New Urban Agenda 

PROJECTS* 

*Ongoing projects as of February 2021 

AREAS OF WORK 

cities with innovative climate-resilience 
projects and strengthened linkages to 
climate finance  

“ 

Usually, only the rich have construction plans. But here 

[with the Post-Yolanda Support for Safer Homes and 
Settlements], every household has a construction plan. 

And we all learned how to read and use these plans.     

UN-Habitat conducted DRR seminars to train  us to be 

disaster-resilient. So now, whatever happens, we are 
more prepared. 
 

- Joselito Asevedo, Community Leader, Barangay Pontevedra, Capiz 
(at the time of project implementation) 
 

“ 

The People’s Process in shelter recovery is a really  

positive and interesting approach because the people are 
involved in the implementation. A thousand hands are  

better than one.  
 

- Farhannah Madid, Teacher, Barangay South Madaya on  
Rebuilding Marawi Shalter and Livelihood 

[The Ormoc Urban Waterscape project] emphasizes the 

crucial role of people’s participation in planning and     
designing communities. This pilot project would provide 

the city a good baseline case in replicating people-centered 

urban design that combats climate risks. 
 
- Hon. Richard Gomez, Mayor, Ormoc City at the Urban Resilience  
Investment Forum  
 

“ 

When we have these shared spaces, it promotes healthier 

and strengthened relationships and friendships and that is 
our identity as Cagayanons.  
 

- JP Santos, Cagayan de Oro Youth Development Council on Building 
Resiliency through Urban Plans and Designs  

“ 

IMPACT ON THE GROUND* 

5 

1 national guide with training module on 
climate resilient urban planning & design 

3 policy notes on urban resilience building  

225 completed permanent houses with   
196 ongoing construction for internally    
displaced persons in Marawi 

8380 members and indirect beneficiaries           

benefitting from 33 cooperatives  

operating 82 kinds of  

livelihood projects  

47 
organized and duly registered      

Homeowners Associations actively 

participating in the shelter construction
   

6 
Cities capacitated in utilizing the Waste 

Wise Cities Tool (WaCT) for              

characterization of their municipal    

solid waste 

*For ongoing projects as of March 2021 

4 partner cities and 4 partner  

provinces for regional projects  

land use policy housing climate  

change 

urban planning 

and design 

open  

spaces 

waste  

management 

resettlement connectivity 

REACH* 

13 Cities 
 
4 Provinces 
 

UN-Habitat Domains of Change 


