
Urban Challenges in the Philippines
Philippine cities are facing unprecedented 
demographic, environmental, economic, social 
and spatial challenges. There has been a 
phenomenal shift towards urbanisation, with 
about 5 out of every 10 Filipinos living in cities 
and urban areas (51.73 million people out of 
about 101 million), with an estimated 84% of 
Filipinos expected to reside in urban areas by 
2050. This growth is expected to happen not 
only in the capital Metro Manila but mainly in 
small and intermediate cities where urbanization 
is fastest. The consequences of this rapid 
urbanisation are dramatic, presenting both 
challenges and opportunities.

In many big and small cities in the Philippines, 
the effects can already be felt: lack of the 
vulnerable and poor’s access to land and proper 
housing, growth of slums, inadequate and 
outdated infrastructure, urban sprawl, families 
experiencing poverty and unemployment, safety 
and crime problems, pollution and health issues, 
as well as the impacts of natural or man-made 
disasters and other catastrophes due to the 
effects of climate change or man-made stressors 
such as conflict. UN-Habitat recognises that 

Level of urbanisation 
grew from 45.3% in 
2010 to 51.2% in 2015.
— Philippine Statistics Authority

urbanisation is an opportunity to address these 
effects and leave nobody behind.

UN-Habitat  
Philippines

UN-Habitat in the Philippines
The United Nations Human Settlements 
Programme, UN-Habitat, is the United Nations 
agency for human settlements. It is mandated 
by the UN General Assembly to promote socially 
and environmentally sustainable town and cities 
with the goal of providing adequate shelter for all

Since 2003, UN-Habitat has worked in the 
Philippines directly with national government 
partners and over 50 local government units—
with a special focus on the localization of 
global development frameworks (Millennium 
Development Goals, Sustainable Development 
Goals, and the New Urban Agenda (MDGs, SDGs, 
New Urban Agenda), urban planning and design, 



post-disaster and post-conflict community-
based shelter recovery, slum upgrading, climate 
change adaptation and mitigation, and disaster 
prevention and response. 

Guided by and operationalizing UN-Habitat’s 
global mandate, the country office supports 
the government in realizing the Philippine 
Development Plan, with a focus on the Philippine 
New Urban Agenda, and the National Urban 
Development and Housing Framework. 

As a member of the UN Country Team in 
the Philippines, it is committed to implement 
the Partnership Framework for Sustainable 
Development. 

The Changes We Work Towards
• Reduced spatial inequality and poverty 

in communities across the urban-rural 
continuum

• Enhanced shared prosperity of cities and 
regions

• Strengthened climate action and improved 
urban environment

• Effective urban crisis prevention and 
response

The outcomes through which these changes can 
manifest:

• Increased and equal access to basic services, 
sustainable mobility and public space

• Increased and secure access to land and 
adequate and affordable housing

• Effective settlements growth and 
regeneration

• Improved spatial connectivity and 
productivity

• Reduced greenhouse gas emissions and 
improved air quality

• Effective adaptation of communities and 
infrastructure to climate change

• Enhanced social integration and inclusive 
communities

• Improved living standards and inclusion 
of migrants, refugees, internally displaced 
persons and returnees

• Enhanced resilience of the built environment 
and infrastructure 

Our Advocacies
The right to adequate shelter for all. 
UN-Habitat supports governments in formulating 
and implementing progressive housing reforms 
and programmes that advocate the right to 
adequate housing for all.

Plan and manage cities where everyone can  
thrive, not just survive. 
UN-Habitat supports governments to improve 
policies, plans, and designs for more compact, 
socially inclusive, and better integrated and 
connected cities that foster sustainable urban 
development.

A shift in how we urbanize can stem the tide of 
climate change. 
UN-Habitat works with cities and governments 
on climate change mitigation and adaptation 
strategies, where adaptation and climate action 
are key to infrastructure design and urban 
planning.

National housing 
backlog is at 6.38 
million units with 3.62 
million informal settler 
families.
—HUDCC Consolidated Shelter Plan Data, December 2018



Programmes and Projects
• Building Climate Resiliency through Urban 

Plans and Designs (ongoing)

• Rebuilding Marawi Shelter and LIvelihood 
(ongoing)

• Vertical Integration and Learning on Low 
Emission Development (recently concluded)

• Post-Yolanda Support for Safer Homes and 
Settlements 

• Tacloban Rehabilitation and Recovery 
Planning

• Family-Based Actions for Children and their 
Environs in the Slums

• Local Environmental Planning and 
Management

• Integrated Approaches to Poverty Reduction 
at the Neighborhood Level-A Cities Without 
Slums Initiative (IMPACT)

• Mitigating the Effects of External Threats to 
the MDGs

• Citizens Action & Local Leadership (CALL) to 
Achieve the MDGs 2015

• Integrated Shelter Project – Albay Phase 1

• Local Gains for the MDGs

• Achieving Sustainable Urban Development

• Strengthening Resiliency and Safety in Urban 
Informal Settlements in Three Metro Manila 
Cities and Their Partner LGUs in the Visayas

• UN-Habitat and IPADE Joint Country 
Programme on Water and Sanitation

• Joint Programme on Strengthening Philippine 
City Capacities to Address Climate Change 
Impacts

• Operationalising the National Urban 
Development and Housing Framework: 
Philippine Urban Forum 

• Safer Cities Programme

• Transitory Shelter Project for the Affected 
Families of Typhoon Ketsana   

• Permanent Shelter Project for the Affected 
Families of Typhoon Ketsana   

• Building Normative/Operational Coordination 
Arrangements in the Asia/Pacific Region   

“Tacloban City was one of the most 
competitive cities in the country. In Region 
VIII, we were the economic hub and center 
of commerce and trade. But after Typhoon 
Haiyan, we lost that role. It was imperative 
to regain that role. The crafting of a 
masterplan was very crucial, and partnering 
with technical staff from UN-Habitat fast-
tracked all of this and gave us a clearer 
direction… Working with them...created a 
new way of thinking, not only a bottom-up 
thinking in terms of looking at programmes, 
development, and rehabilitation...but when 
you talk about ‘build back better’, it’s not 
just about infrastructure but the lives of our 
people.”

— Alfred Romualdez, Tacloban City Mayor (at the time of 
implementation of the project,  Tacloban Recovery and 
Rehabilitation Plan) 



Collaboration with Different 
Types of Partners for Sustainable 
Urbanization in the Philippines
UN-Habitat strives to establish a set of 
strategic partnerships encompassing a wide 
range of groups and institutions outside the 
Philippine Government that pursue sustainable 
urbanization and human settlements 
development. They include political actors, civil 
society and professional organizations, and 
the private sector as advocates of sustainable 
urbanization at all levels, and as implementers 
and monitors of national urban policies and 
programmes. It is often from the collaboration of 
multiple partner types contributing to the design 
and successful implementation of UN-Habitat’s 
normative and operational programmes and 
projects that meaningful and palpable impact is 
delivered in the country—from influencing urban 
policy, post-disaster shelter recovery, climate 
action planning, developing mitigation strategies, 
post-conflict community building, to  facilitating 
security and safety in neighborhoods. 

UN-Habitat brings its expertise in global 
sustainable urbanization approaches while 
leveraging the experience and technical 
proficiencies of its partners. 

Partners
• Housing and Urban Development Coordinating Council 

(HUDCC)

• Social Housing Finance Corporation (SHFC)

• National Housing Authority

• Department of Interior and Local Government (DILG)

• Department of Social Welfare and Development 
(DSWD)

• Local Government Academy (LGA)

• Climate Change Commission (CCC)

• Housing and Land Use Regulatory Board (HLURB)

• Department of Environment and Natural Resources 
(DENR)

• National Economic Development Authority (NEDA) 

• League of Cities of the Philippines

• BDO Foundation, Inc.

• Base Bahay, Inc.

• United Architects of the Philippines (UAP)

• Philippine Institution of Environmental Planners (PIEP)

• Association of Structural Engineers of the Philippines 
(ASEP)

• International Climate Initiative (IKI) of the Federal 
Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation, and 
Nuclear Safety (BMU)

• Adelphi

• Arcadis Shelter

• Government of Japan

• Government of Spain

• Spanish Agency for International Development 
Cooperation (AECID) 

• University of the Philippines, School of Urban and 
Regional Planning (UP-SURP) 

Contact Information
United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-
Habitat) 
14th Floor 
Rockwell Business Center Sheridan - North Tower 
Sheridan St. corner United St. 
Highway Hills, Mandaluyong City 1554

Tel: +63 2 9022570

Email: info@unhabitat.org.ph

Facebook: www.facebook.com/UNHabitatPhilippines

Twitter: https://twitter.com/unhabitatph


