
 

On December 6-7, 2015, V-LED’s inception workshop in the Philippines, plus its first 
country dialogue event on climate actions for low emission development (LED) took 
place in Manila.  

Convened by UN-Habitat Philippines in partnership with adelphi and supported by 
the International Climate Initiative (IKI) of the German Federal Ministry for the 
Environment, Nature Conservation, Building and Nuclear Safety (BMUB), the events 
brought together a fascinating range of actors: from national government agencies 
(NGA) to local government units (LGU), as well as NGOs and representatives from 
the German Embassy, GIZ and USAID among others.  

The guests discussed LED initiatives at the global, national and local levels, and 
identified future areas of work – especially on capacity development that would 
support scaling up current low-emission development projects, as well as initiate new 
support initiatives. 

 

Background 

The success of a global response to the climate challenge depends on the 
coordinated effort at multiple levels. However, in spite of national climate and green 
growth strategies and targets being in place, very few countries have been able to 
establish dynamic vertical policy coordination mechanisms between the national and 
local levels.  

In the Philippines, local governments are complying with their mandates to formulate 
their comprehensive plans and mainstream local climate change actions into such 



mandated plans. Much is happening at the local level and this makes it important to 
further support such local efforts and vertically link to national programs and policies 
with climate and sustainable energy strategies and policies integrated into the 
process. 

Event outcomes 

The workshop was filled with insightful discussions, often in smaller groups. They 
raised key challenges including the need for capacity building on LED for national 
and local government agencies and units, additional coordination mechanisms for 
existing mitigation efforts, tool sharing and support, as well as the need for the 
sustainability of LED efforts, as many are project-based. 

 

(Participants of the inception workshop during a group discussion) 

Preliminary deliberations on the focus areas of V-LED had included general 
knowledge building, the creation of tools and guides, strategic supportive 
partnerships, policy agenda and experiential learning opportunities. Conversations 
during the workshop highlighted the need to shift the emphasis away from merely 
requiring cities and municipalities to accommodate climate change adaptation and 
mitigation efforts in their plans, to incorporating or mainstreaming climate change into 
their processes as well. Cities should be encouraged, or inspired, to initiative LED 
activities, particularly projects that address both climate change adaptation and 
mitigation, both when undertaking planning cycles and as opportunities arise. 

Stakeholder presentations  

The presentations included: 



 Climate Change Commission initiatives supporting national government and 
local government units on low emission development 

 Recent programmes and activities on greenhouse gas inventories and audits 
in the Philippines 

 Challenges and opportunities for mitigation actions in the context of local 
climate change action plans 

 Climate change mitigation in the enhanced guide to land use planning: 
Process, gaps and opportunities for LEDS to be integrated 

 Local government experiences of low-emission development projects, 
including BLeaders and greenhouse gas emission framework plans 

Download the workshop program (PDF) 

See more at: http://unhabitat.org.ph/2015/12/06/low-emission-
development/#sthash.tWjEoURF.dpuf  

Evaluation 

It becomes apparent from the evaluation of the dialogue event that participants 
especially learned about the range of initiatives at the local and national level:  

 
(16 answers in total, size represents the relative amount of categorized answers) 

http://unhabitat.org.ph/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/V-LED-inception-workshop-program_website.pdf
http://unhabitat.org.ph/2015/12/06/low-emission-development/#sthash.tWjEoURF.dpuf
http://unhabitat.org.ph/2015/12/06/low-emission-development/#sthash.tWjEoURF.dpuf


As the strength of the event emerged the good mix of representatives, plus their 
interaction and participation.  

(17 answers in total, size represents the relative amount of categorized answers) 

This is to be continued and we look forward to the future V-LED dialogues. 

  
 
(Participants of the 1

st
 V-LED dialogue event in the Philippines) 


