
Philippine urban partners celebrate World Habitat Day 2010  
 
October 4, 2010 
RCBC Plaza, Makati City, Philippines 
 

The Committee on Human Settlements, co-chaired by the Philippine Business for Social 
Progress and UN-HABITAT Philippines, convened for its 6th meeting in celebration of the World 
Habitat Day 2010 last October 4, 2010 at the UNICEF Conference Room, 31st Floor of the United 
Nations Offices at the RCBC Plaza, Makati City, Philippines.   
 

  
 
 

Prior to the meeting, Eden Garde, UN-HABITAT 
Programme Manager for the Philippines, welcomed around 40 
partners from the urban sector composed of representatives 
Housing and Urban Development Coordinating Council 
(HUDCC), Department of Interior and local Government 
(DILG), Philippine Business for Social Progress (PBSP), 
Pasay City, League of Cities of the Philippines (LCP), urban 
practitioners and UN Country Team members.  Although the 
global celebration of WHD 2010 is centered in the Shanghai 
World Expo, the event is celebrated all over the world.  In the 
Philippines, the celebration is all the more significant because 
of the renewed calls for sustainable urban management in the 
face of the recent disasters that directly hit Metro Manila and 

other cities.  The celebration also highlights the case of the 
Hankins on-site relocation project in Pasay City, a project 
supported by the Human Settlements Committee through PBSP.  Encouraging updates will be 
presented during the meeting. 

Eden Garde, UN-Habitat HPM 



 
A message from the UN Secretary General Ban Ki Moon 

was read by UNAIDS Country Coordinator Teresita Marie “Bai” 
Bagasao representing the UN Country Team.  The SG noted that 
this year's observance highlights the actions and policies that can 
improve well-being for the billion people who live in slums and other 
sub-standard housing around the world.  He emphasized that 
creating better cities demands the combined efforts of national and 
local governments, civil society and the private sector, supported by 
the best efforts of the United Nations system. On World Habitat 
Day, the SG urged everybody to pledge to join hands to make 
better cities for a better future for all. 
 
 
 
 

A video message from the UN-HABITAT OIC 
and Deputy Executive Director Inga Bjork-Klevby was 
delivered via projected screen.  Acknowledging that 
cities are the greatest legacy of humanity and the 
greatest achievement of our civilization, she 
emphasized that we have to keep improving our cities, 
and doing that means making our cities better for those 
who live in them and for those yet to be born in a world 
that will be from here on forever urban.  This is why the 
theme chosen for World Habitat Day, Better city, better 
life is so important to all of us.  We are smart, but we 
have to be smarter. And World Habitat Day 2010 is an 
occasion to highlight five strategic steps that can be 
taken, namely: 1) improve the quality of life, especially 
for the estimated 1 billion people living in slums and other sub-standard housing around the world; 2) 
invest in human capital;  3) foster sustained economic opportunities; 4) enhance political inclusion; 
and 5) promote cultural inclusion. 
 

In behalf of the UN-HABITAT partners, the League of Cities of 
the Philippines, represented by its Executive Director Pam Oppus, 
conveyed its expression of support and partnership.  LCP agrees that 
the theme “Better Cities, Better Life” is both apt and timely as it puts 
the city at the center of the urban development discourse and is a 
clear acknowledgment of the city’s pivotal role in ensuring a better life 
for its constituency.  LCP stressed that having partners in achieving 
self-improvement is not only a welcome thought but the way to go for 
all the 122 members of the LCP.  It also reiterated its unwavering 
support in providing decent shelter to the 40 million people residing in 
cities and appealed for guidance and assistance in order to be 

“better.”  
 

Bai Bagasao, UNAIDS Country Coordinator 

Video message of UN-Habitat OIC Inga Bjork-Klevby 

Pam Oppus, LCP Executive Director 



   
Participants during the opening ceremonies.   

 
 

After the cocktail break, the participants proceeded to the meeting of the Committee on 
Human Settlements held at the adjoining UNICEF Conference Room.   The committee, co-chaired by 
the PBSP and UN-HABITAT Philippines, was formed during the WHD 2008 celebration and has been 
active in responding to shelter issues.  Its member companies have committed to subsidize socialized 
housing construction through substantial discounts on construction materials.  

 

     
 Human Settlements Committee meeting                                                 Eden Garde of UN-HABITAT and Audie Jose of  Boysen 

  
Atty. Ray Glenn Agranzamendez, Secretary to Pasay City 

Mayor Antonino Calixto, presented the Hankins medium-rise building 
(MRB) on-site relocation project.  The project was presented to and 
supported by the Committee on Human Settlements during its debut 
meeting on the occasion of WHD 2008.  As the demonstration site of 
MDG-FACES, Pasay City identified and selected the slum community 
and participating families in Barangay 133, Hankins Community 
consisting of about 80 families with 112 children-at-risk squeezed in a 
dilapidated old big condemned house on a lot owned by the Pasay 
government.  Many lived there for 15 to 20 years.  The project 
provided affordable housing for the community through the 
construction of the MRB in partnership with PBSP which provided the 
loan package.  The project would construct 112 28-sqm housing units 
at Php 187,000.00 per unit.   The city provided counterpart fund 
amounting to Php 5.5 million.  Demolition of the old house started in 
October 2009 and, as of October 2010, 31 units have been 

Maureen Abelardo of BDO Foundation, Eden Garde, Audie Jose 
of Boysen and Dinky Einsiedel of Concept 

Atty. Ray Glenn Agranzamendez 



completed.  The whole project is expected to finish by January 2011.  Home owners association 
members, who will pay for their own houses, have generated a savings of more than PHP600,000 as 
of October 2010 assisted by income-generating activities in the project.  
 

 
The old Hankins 2-storey house occupied by more than 80 families. 

 

     
Demolition planned and done by the residents themselves.                    Foundation laying for the medium-rise building. 

 



 
Construction of the housing units.  

 
HUDCC Director Zacarias Abanes and Mark Diamante presented the updates from the 

Philippine Urban Consortium (PUC) - Working Group on Shelter and Basic Services which HUDCC 
chairs.  The PUC was established as a response to the need for a mechanism that would look at and 
address urban issues in a concerted effort.  Mr. Diamante pointed out that one of the critical outputs to 
attain the objective of reducing the number of informal settlements and improving the lives of slum 
dwellers through the provision of basic services is the formulation of the National Slum Upgrading 
Strategy. 
 

 Among the current activities of the working group are:  

 Strengthening the generation of institutional data, such as disaggregated data on 
housing need projections and consumption patterns (water waste, solid waste, air 
pollution) to establish baseline data which the working groups could use as basis for 
setting targets 

 Updating short term, medium term, and long term issues with corresponding targets 

 Updating  strategies and activities to meet these targets, with timeframe and lead 
agencies and groups 

 Preparing action plans 
 
 



Through the concerted effort of the members, the working group is targeting to achieve the 
following:  

1. Harmonized understanding on who are the slum dwellers,  
2. Generation and integration of Reliable data on informal settlers in the national/local 

government plans/official database, 
3. Updated data on LGUs with updated CLUPs and identified socialized housing sites, 
4. Identified available lending facilities for informal settlers, 
5. Sustained participation of the private sector in providing basic  
6. Identified capacitated LGUs or those capable to provide shelter security to their 

constituents; and  
7. Formulated slum upgrading/resettlement strategy/framework.  

 
 

 
 

Eden Garde opened the discussion on partnership opportunities in the Montalban Permanent 
Housing Project, led by  UN-HABITAT and Homeless People’s Federation of the Philippines (HPFP).  
As background, Barangay Bagong Silangan in Quezon.City was one the barangays hardest hit by 
Typhoon Ondoy.  After the typhoon, the families were not allowed to go back to where they lived as 
they were located in danger areas.  The project aims to provide permanent housing for 28 families 
with BASF providing funding for housing construction, local government providing land for 
resettlement and site development, HPFP supporting savings generation and livelihood and UN-
HABITAT providing technical supervision, M&E and linkages to other resources.  The MDG Human 
Settlements Committee can support in terms of housing materials supply with discounts for volume 
purchases, skills training in masonry, painting, plumbing, wellness skills (hair and foot spa, etc.), 
Employment in terms of referrals or direct employment, technical expertise on housing design and 
settlements planning and land through donation or negotiated sale. 
 



Mr. George Siton of PHINMA shared the resettlement project involving the construction of 
affordable housing amounting to P400,000 to P800,000 per unit in Quezon City. 
 

 
George Siton of PHINMA sharing the Quezon City resettlement project. 

 
At the end of the meeting, the committee agreed consider coming up with an inventory or map 

of slums, resettlements or rehabilitation projects currently being done by urban sector partners.  A 
follow-through meeting will be called by UN-HABITAT on the 3rd week of October 2010.   
 
 

 
From left to right:  Vicky Alinsug of CPRM, Carla Lacerda of WFP, Grace Pedragoza of PBSP, Maureen Abelardo of BDO Foundation, 
Nerisa of Maynilad, Mark Diamante of HUDCC. 

  



 
Guests during the celebration. 
 

   
 

      
 
 

    
 
 


