Philippine Urban Development and Climate Change Forum
November 11-12, 2009
Sofitel Philippine Plaza, Manila, Philippines

DAILY HIGHLIGHTS

Introduction
The Philippine Urban Development and Climate Change Forum was a joint undertaking of the
Housing and Urban Development Coordinating Council (HUDCC), League of Cities of the
Philippines (LCP) and the United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-HABITAT). It
was designed to come up with strategic solutions to the climate change phenomena by bringing
together different stakeholders involved in urban development and climate change. It aimed to:
1) discuss climate change;
2) improve understanding on how climate change will impact on the country’s sustainable
urban development and highlight the important role of cities in increasing the country’s
resilience to the projected impacts of climate change;
3) share and disseminate the Sorsogon City experience in developing the city’s action agenda
in addressing climate change impacts;
4) initiate the development of the “National Urban Agenda for Action on Climate Change” that
will feed into the (a) implementation of the National Urban Development and Housing
Framework and the (b) formulation of the Framework Program on Climate Change and the
National Climate Change Action plan as embodied in the Philippine Climate Change Act of
2009; and

5) disseminate key information and messages from the Global Report on Human Settlements
2009:Planning Sustainable Cities to inform national discussion on urban planning and
sustainable development.

Activities and Speakers
A total of 133 participants attended the 2-day forum and contributed to the dynamic discussions.
Twenty three (23) speakers shared their experiences and knowledge through various
presentations. A total of 74 institutions/organizations (13 international institutions, 26
NGOs/POs/Academe/Business, 20 government agencies and 15 cities) were represented.
(Attachment A: List of participants)
Day 1: November 11, 2009
Morning Session
Registration
Registration of participants started at 8:30 a.m.. Personnel from HUDCC, LCP and UNHABITAT manned the registration table. Conference kits and identification cards were
distributed to the participants upon registration. The conference kit contained the following:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Forum brochure with program of activities
Climate Change Act of 2009
National Urban Development and Housing Framework (2009-2016)
Urban World magazine
ID card for participants

(Attachment B: Conference kit)
Master of Ceremonies
Christopher Rollo, Knowledge Manager of UN-Habitat Philippines, was the master of
ceremonies. He set the tone of the forum by welcoming the participants and managing the time
of presentations and discussions. He also briefly discussed the program of activities as outlined
in the program brochure.

Opening (Prayer and National Anthem)
A doxology prayer started the program. While the music was played, participants were asked to
offer their individual prayers.
The playing of the national anthem followed.

Welcoming of Guests and Participants
Eden P. Garde, Habitat Program Manager for the Philippines, welcomed the participants and
outlined the context and objectives of the forum. She
explained that the forum offered an excellent opportunity
for close collaboration among the various stakeholders
involved in urban development and climate change. Ms.
Garde also encouraged the urban sector to take action
and be a part of the national discourse on climate change.
She also emphasized that with the updating of the
National Urban Development and Housing Framework
(NUDHF) 2009 and enactment into law of the Climate
Change Act of 2009, the urban sector as a key catalyst
for sustainable development should now take a stand and
act on establishing the link between the national and local efforts on climate change actions.
She ended her remarks by announcing that the forum conclusions and results would have a
great influence on the priorities and messages of the Philippine Government on Climate
Change.
(Attachment C: Welcome Message)

Presentation 1: Framing the Science of Climate Change, Impacts and Scenarios
Mr. Noel Duhaylungsod, Institutional Development Expert and
Team Leader on Capacity Assessment under the MDGF 1656:
Strengthening the Philippines Capacity to Adapt to Climate
Change Joint Programme, gave the first plenary presentation
entitled, “Framing the Science of Climate Change, Impacts and
Scenarios.” Mr. Duhaylungsod started with the presentation of
the schematic view of the interaction of five (5) components of
the global climate system (i.e., atmosphere, biosphere, land
surface, cryosphere and hydrosphere) and their processes. He
proceeded with the examination of the bell curves pertaining to
climate change variability, the challenges on the adequacy of
climate science, and the effects of greenhouse gas like CO2,
methane, nitrous oxide and fluorocarbon emission in the
atmosphere. He also provided observational evidences that
climate change is on-going like the changing temperature, the rising sea level and the melting of
snow cover.
He also disclosed that the Philippines, being at the typhoon belt, is always visited by about 20
typhoons every year, which brought tremendous impact on health, agriculture, infrastructure and
settlements. He concluded by enumerating the different climate change policy overview
recommendations. He discussed the sources of carbon emissions in the urban landscape as
well as the consequences of these emissions in the country, which include the variations in
temperature across the different regions in the country, affecting the agricultural sector and the
livelihood of various communities. He also highlighted the correlation between the outbreak of
different diseases and the disaster brought about by climate change. He stressed that this is
one of the challenges local government units must face. Finally, he noted that the Philippines is
most vulnerable to the effects of climate change and that the country lacks the required
infrastructure to effectively adapt to the effects of climate change.
Concluding his presentation, he presented his recommendations which included the selling of
green technology related patents by the government to industry, for the LGUs to sensitize the
CLUP and CDP to climate change effects, to develop a national strategy on population for
climate change (as population increase exacerbates the effect of natural disasters) and also to
develop a good R&D agenda on climate change adaptation.
(Attachment D: Presentation on Framing the Science of Climate Change, Impacts and
Scenarios)

Presentation 2:

The Challenge of Climate Change to Sustainable Urban Development:
UN-HABITAT’s Cities and Climate Change Initiative

Mr. Bernhard Barth, Focal Person of UN-Habitat on
Climate Change in Asia and Pacific, in his presentation
entitled “The Challenge of Climate Change to sustainable
Urban Development: UN-Habitat’s Cities and Climate
Change Initiatives,” discussed the world’s urbanization
trend and the tremendous pressure that climate change
puts on cities particularly in the provision of basic urban
services. He also cited that the impacts of climate change
are usually born by the urban poor in slums. He therefore
urged that the Climate Change Initiative should be aimed
at enhancing climate mitigation and adaptation capacity of
cities in developing and least developed countries through
policy advocacy, pilot cities, tool development and training and capacity building.
He concluded by sharing the UN-Habitat’s involvement in up scaling climate change initiatives
not only in the Philippines but as well as in the Asia Pacific. These initiatives include:
collaborating with the national and development partners and leading regional climate change
knowledge management and capacity building for cities local governments through networks of
stakeholders, training initiatives and university partnership.
He then focused his presentation on the Philippines by noting that the Climate Change Act and
the NUDHF are good opportunities for the Philippines to pursue sustainable urban development
initiatives. He also noted that Philippine legislation is unique, as it places cities on the forefront.
As a result, UN-HABITAT is closely monitoring the country’s performance on the matter. The
major points of Mr. Barth’s presentation include the vulnerability of the informal sector in urban
areas in relation to the effects of natural disasters brought about by climate change and the
unpredictability of the effects of climate change on cities. He thus recommended resolving the
traditional problem areas, those that were already issues prior to the emergence of climate
change as a major issue. Finally, he highlighted the need to upscale the Sorsogon experience
at the national level, as the final stage of the pilot project being conducted by HUDCC and UNHABITAT.
(Attachment E: Presentation on “The Challenge of Climate Change to Sustainable
Urban Development: UN-HABITAT’s Cities and Climate Change Initiative”)

Presentation 3: The Sorsogon City Experience and Challenges in Developing a Local
Climate Change Action Plan

Honorable Mayor Leovic Dioneda of Sorsogon City presented
the “Sorsogon City Experience and Challenges in Developing
Local Climate Change Action Plan.” Mayor Dioneda explained
that based on local observations, the impacts of global climate to
the city are associated with climate driven phenomena such as
tropical cyclones, storm surge and extreme rainfall/flooding,
increasing temperature and precipitation and rising sea level.
The mayor also shared the city’s experience in the conduct of
participatory climate change vulnerability and adaptation
assessment where his constituents expressed their experiences
and personal stories on natural disasters like typhoons and
storm surges.
In his final statements, the mayor shared the different measures adopted by the city to address
climate challenges. These include partnering with UN-HABITAT to enhance their capacities on
climate change mitigation and adaptation, utilizing participatory approaches in data gathering
and assessing the city’s vulnerabilities, mobilizing and building constituencies in support of the
city’s local climate change plan, and equipping the city through the conduct of more research
and other capacity development initiatives.
He outlined the major accomplishments of the project, firstly stating the problems that Sorsogon
faces as a coastline city and the damages in infrastructure it had faced with previous disasters.
Mayor Dioneda emphasized the need to establish linkages to increase capacity, as evidenced
by their partnership with UN-HABITAT given their meager resources. He also advocated the
localization of climate change issues by using the participatory approach of projecting scenarios
using the UN-HABITAT model. Finally, he highlighted the importance of ownership in the
project, which was facilitated by the participatory approach model implemented all throughout
the project.
(Attachment F: Presentation and script on “The Sorsogon City Experience and
Challenges in Developing a Local Climate Change Action Plan”)
After the plenary presentations, thematic presentations and discussions on governance, equity,
economy and development followed.

Thematic Presentations and Discussions
(Governance, Equity, Economy and Environment)
Presentation 4: Mainstreaming Climate Change in Urban Governance Processes

Although he has no prepared presentation as his original
role was to be a reactor, Mr. Joey Mastrili, Head of City
Planning Office of Taguig and representing Mayor
Sigfrido Tinga, shared his ideas on “Mainstreaming
Climate Change in Urban Governance Processes.”
He started by sharing the transformation of Taguig from
an ordinary municipality into a Global City. He also stated
that under the Comprehensive Land Use Plan (CLUP)
and in line with the thrust of making Taguig a premier
city, the local government envisioned the city to have a
commercial business district, airport in close proximity
and tourism and reservation zone specifically the
lakeshore area. However, given the recent calamities
that hit the country and the rising level of water at Laguna Lake, the city is rethinking the
proposed development plans at the lakeshore area.
Mr. Mastrili also shared the different measures adopted by the city to cope with the current
situation such as: dredging the Laguna Lake, cleaning up esteros, relocating informal settler
families and adopting in-city relocation, constructing multi-storey housing in partnership with
Habitat for Humanity and Gawad Kalinga, reviewing the city’s ordinances to incentivize green
architecture and building more efficient energy building, educating people on climate change
and reviewing the CLUP and CDP to mainstream climate change.
Mr. Mastrili concluded by stating that nature has a way of screwing any best development plans.
The speaker mentioned how previous plans had to change as a result of unforeseen changes in
the environment. Flood levels have risen to unprecedented levels thus emphasizing the need to
rethink previous development plans. The city also offers incentives for green building and
technology as well as the electric-tricycle experiment as a means to promote green living.

Reactor/Discussant:
Jesse Robredo, Mayor of Naga City
Mayor Jesse Robredo, in reaction to the issue on “Urban
Poverty and Climate Change: Can the Philippines keep
the MDG?,” stressed the difficulty of the LGUs to localize
the MDGs and other programs due to lack of resources
and political will. He pointed out the importance of
participatory processes where the people will both share
the benefits and burdens in coming up with desired
outcomes that are responsive to the needs of the
people. In operationalizing this process, the city issued
an ordinance that would compel mandatory and
meaningful participation of people.

The mayor also shared his observation that international and national initiatives like the MDG
and Climate Change were hardly appreciated at the local level due to the absence of metrics or
data that could be used to measure the level of success in implementing said initiatives. In his
final remarks, the mayor pointed out that the underlying issue is really the willingness of both the
local and national leaders to spend political capital. Mayor Robredo stressed that most
problems arise from lack of implementation and shared his experience in introducing a
participatory approach to governance which mandates the city officials to involve ordinary
constituents in decision-making. He said that while pilot projects are a good start, there is a
need to promote equity in the upscaling of projects.

An Open Forum followed the presentations. The forum panelists were:
Noel Duhaylungsod, Institutional Development Expert and Team Leader on Capacity
Assessment under the MDGF 1656
Bernhard Barth, UN-HABITAT HQ in Nairobi
Leovic Dioneda, Sorsogon City Mayor
Jesse Robredo, Naga City Mayor
Joey Mastrili, Taguig City CPDO

During the Open Forum, an inquiry was addressed to Mr. Barth as to whether there is access to
adaptation funding which the LGUs can use. He replied positively, stating that the EU has
shown stronger commitment to the climate change agenda and hopefully their commitment will
be strong enough as to cover the needs of LDCs. Another query was raised as to whether there
is an existing database which the private sector can tap to address the needs of a climate
change lifestyle. The presentors concurred that given the unpredictability of the effects of
climate change, it is difficult to establish a data which can safely forecast the needs of the
community. However, all emphasized the need for long-term solutions rather than short term
ones.

The comments and suggestions from the participants can be summarized as follows:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.
11.
12.

Reviewing the guidelines on land use planning to mainstream climate change;
Utilizing geohazard information and other scientific data/findings in building climate change
resilient cities;
Integrating Climate Change Adaptation and Disaster Risk Management in local planning;
Accessing adaptation funding and forwarding this as one of the action agenda to be
discussed in Copenhagen;
Assisting the urban poor to improve their lives instead of simply relocating them from
areas vulnerable to the effects of climate change;
Developing climate-proof housing e.g. Taguig Multi-Storey Housing;
Establishing database on areas where people are adapting to flood and redesigning
adaptive plans for the benefit of future generations.
Formulating measures to protect people from the effects of climate change on health e.g.
diseases such as dengue, malaria, etc.
Replicating the Netherland experience in coping with flood by looking at long-term view
e.g. flood planning, having political will, establishing an organization to perform the tasks
and prioritizing urban land reform e.g. acquiring land compulsory for national interest.
Ensuring sustainability of participatory process or people empowerment;
Studying institutional decision making of other countries; and
Sharing case studies on the implementation of successful and holistic relocation
activities/program.

Lunch Break

Exhibit Viewing: “City Beautiful”

The “City Beautiful” exhibition was put up by the Metropolitan Museum of Manila as part of its
program of encouraging artistic and cultural discourse on contemporary realities like urban
development. The exhibit traced the development of the city beautiful movement espoused by
American Architect Daniel Burnham as he transformed the City of Manila during the beginning
of the 20th century into a modern community following the principles of the city beautiful
movement. Thus, wide boulevards, public parks, zones for government offices and public
services and modern systems of transport and utilities were established. The same principles
were applied in the urban design of the City of Baguio which served as the summer retreat of
the American government at that time. The exhibit showcased reproduced photographs, maps
and plans of early 20th century Manila and the vast stretches of vacant land outside of the
Walled City of Intramuros, the center of the Spanish government in the 19th century.
Visitors to the exhibit got a glimpse of Manila at the onset of urbanization which is a far cry from
what it is now. Viewers immediately realize the results of unmanaged urbanization, incomplete
and unsatisfactory implementation of plans and the challenge of planning for a better urban
future.

Day 1
Afternoon Session
Keynote Address
Heherson Alvarez, Presidential Adviser on Global
Warming and Climate Change, delivered the
keynote address. He outlined the universal
benefits of reducing carbon dioxide emission by
as much as 50% as contained in the Kyoto
Protocol, which will be one of the action agenda
that the Philippine government will put forward in
Copenhagen. He stressed that failure to reduce
CO2 discharge can be akin to a Hiroshima bomb.
He ended by sharing the five key issues that the
Philippine Government will tackle in Copenhagen
such as: mitigation, adaptation, technology
transfer, capacity building and financial resources
and hoped that the world will have humane understanding on the effects of CO2 will not be a
cost but an investment for the survival of humanity.

(Copy of the Keynote Address.)
OPEN FORUM
His keynote address generated queries centered on the issue of seeking compensation from
developed countries who led in CO2 emissions. There was also a question on what is the Plan
B when developing countries would not comply with the necessary GHG emissions and
adaptation funding?
Sec. Alvarez pointed out that the negotiations are a very unpredictable and volatile political
process and dynamics. It is not as simple as thinking of Plan B. What is important is to think of
climate change action as investment not as cost. There is a need to have an enlightened
government like the Japanese government which agreed to early cuts. Australia had significant
change in political direction after PM Rudd was elected. The equations are not formulaic but the
equations are very human. What we need are visionaries, the youth whose future is at stake.
We have to do something. Science tells us where to go. But 191 countries are involved in the

negotiations working in a jumble of interests and motivations. I cannot answer your questions
because Copenhagen is a negotiating turbulence.
Mr. Rollo pointed out that it is encouraging to know that the Philippine government is proactively
engaged in the global discourse and negotiations on climate change. The forum aimed to
contribute to this national process by coming up with an urban action agenda that will feed into
the national position tied with the global problem of humanity. One of the directions identified
was to adopt the “polluters pay” principle and move towards a low carbon society.

Presentation 5:

Urban Poverty and Climate Change: Can the Philippines Keep the MDG
promise?

Although he has no prepared presentation as his original
role was as reactor, Mayor Mel Senen Sarmiento of
Calbayog City shared his provocative thoughts on the
topic “Urban Poverty and Climate Change: Can the
Philippines keep the MDG Promise?”.
Mayor Sarmiento briefly presented the current state of
the achievement of MDG national targets and identified
the MDGs that are projected to be least achieved. He
also noted that MDGs become most meaningful at the
city and community level. He also outlined the
relationship between the MDGs and climate change
especially in the areas of environmental degradation and
increasing carbon footprint.
Mayor Sarmiento emphasized the need to accelerate and scale up the attainment of MDG
targets and the crucial role of LGUs in coming up with holistic approach to improve the quality of
life of the people. We know that the poor are the most vulnerable to climate change. He also
informed the participants that his city is using the Balance Score Card System to ensure
implementation of Calbayog’s City Development Strategies (CDS). I use the score card in the
State of the City Address. Addressing the poverty is a very challenging task that needs the
participation of all stakeholders. He cited some of the innovative projects that the city undertook
to address problems in education, poverty, etc. Always answer the question: What’s in it for
me? Cited example of Pili tree planting in the city where residents can earn from the trees they
plant.
Climate has changed and Samar is not anymore in the typhoon path. But reference point is in
Samar because monitoring station is in Borongan, Eastern Samar. But with fewer typhoons,
there is opportunity now for Samar for agriculture. Now it rains whole year and dengue
campaign has to be done whole year also when it used to be just during July and August.

Presentation 6:

Programming Climate Change Mitigation and Adaptation Towards
Sustainable Urban Environment Management

Atty. Mary Anne Lucille Sering, Undersecretary of the
Department of Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR) discussed “Programming Climate Change
Mitigation and Adaptation Towards Sustainable Urban
Environment and Management. She updated the body
that the department has been making headway in
exploring ways on how to support and fund green
technologies and carbon credits. In her opening
statement, Usec Sering reported that urban areas only
occupied less than 1% of world’s surface but responsible
for 75% of greenhouse gas emissions in the world and
home to 50% of the world’s population. Urban
ecosystems are important because of the recognition
that human activities have contributed to the warming of
our planet due to the emission of greenhouse gas.
Human now are living unsustainably. She also
highlighted the future impacts of climate change in developing countries like the Philippines.
Philippines has the Philippine Sustainable Agenda 21 which emphasized a scale of
interventions that are primarily area-based, not sector-based. Sustainable development means
a development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the needs of future
generations to be met.
She also discussed the two recognized strategies against climate charge: mitigation and
adaptation. For mitigation, she encouraged the immediate reduction of greenhouse gas in order
not to surpass the threshold of 2 degrees. She also shared the mitigation strategies and
opportunities in transport, waste, lighting, renewable energy, efficient water supply and building
structures.
She also discussed key principles as espoused by the UNFCC like equity and social justice,
precautionary principle, subsidiarity, and sustainable development. She also cited some of the
key issues confronting climate change like inadequate information on climate change in a scale
useful for local governments, inadequacy of funds and capacity to respond to climate change
impacts, the lack of assessment of how to climate proof major infrastructure, the fragmented
and weak institutional and policy framework of climate change adaptation and disaster risk
reduction including uncoordinated sector planning for CCA and DRR.
She wrapped up her presentation by sharing some of the initiatives of DENR related to climate
change like the advocacy for the passage of Climate Change Act of 2009 and other pending
legislative measures like the Disaster Risk Reduction Bill, the Land Administration Reform Bill
and Forestry Bill.
(Attachment G: Presentation on “Programming Climate Change Mitigation and
Adaptation Towards Sustainable Urban Environment Management”)
Her presentation generated discussions on the non-enforcement of some laws affecting the
environment.

Presentation 7:

Framing Local Urban Economic Development vis-a-vis natural and
climactic hazards, risks, and vulnerabilities: the Iloilo Experience

Mr. Noel Hechanova, City Environment and Natural
Resources Officer (CENRO) of Iloilo City representing
Mayor Gerry Trenas of Iloilo City, presented the Iloilo
City experience in framing local urban economic
development vis-à-vis natural and climatic hazards, risks
and vulnerabilities. He started his presentation by
providing demographic information about Iloilo City. Then
he proceeded with the discussion on the safety issues
related to climate change, governance and existing
physical conditions of the city. He also tackled the
economic and social impact of flooding in the city.
He shared the initiatives of the city in addressing climate change such as: partnering with
multilateral agencies like the World Bank, improving risk information, building a culture of safety
and resilience and making disaster risk management a priority. He concluded his presentation
by disclosing the different measures adopted by the city on climate change such as: sharing the
lessons learned in addressing the impact of climate change, raising the level of awareness of
many city departments and other national government agencies on climate change, integrating
risk reduction in the decision making of many residents and assessing vulnerabilities of the city.
(Attachment H: Presentation on “Framing Local Urban Economic Development vis-a-vis
natural and climactic hazards, risks and vulnerabilities: the Iloilo Experience”)

OPEN FORUM

Presentation 8:

Highlights of the National Urban Development and Housing Framework
(NUDHF)

Zacarias Abanes, HUDCC Director, presented the
National Urban Development Framework (2009-2016).
His presentation focused on the overview of the
framework, the trend on urbanization, the issues and
drivers of the urban system, the vision and guiding
principle and the strategic recommendations. The
objectives of the NUDHF presentation were to put into
context the discussions of the break out groups and
ensure that the urban agenda for action on climate
change will feed into the implementation of the NUDHF.

(Attachment I: Presentation of the highlights of the NUDHF)

Presentation of break-out session agenda and workshop guidelines
Ms. Laids Mias-Mamonong of UN-HABITAT Philippines presented the break out session
agenda and workshop guidelines. She explained that the ultimate objective of the discussions
is to come up with an urban climate change agenda using suggested guide questions. She
further explained that each workshop group would have one facilitator and one documentor.

The participants were then divided into four (4) simultaneous/break-out discussion and
workshop groups to develop the action agenda on climate change.
Simultaneous break-out discussions and workshops
on “Defining the Urban Sector Action Agenda on Climate Change”
Session A: Urban Governance and Climate Change
Chair/Facilitator:
Dr. Mario Delos Reyes, University of the
Philippines School of Urban and Regional
Planning (UP-SURP)
Documentor:
Ronald Cartagena (LCP)

Session B: Urban Poverty Alleviation and Climate Change
Chair/Facilitator:
Ricardo Torres, Peace and Equity
Foundation (PEF) Assistant Director
Documentor:
Nadine Siriban, LCP

Session C: Urban Environmental Management and Climate Change Mitigation
Chair/Facilitator:
Noel Duhaylungsod
Documentor:
Karen Goyena (HUDCC)

Session D: Local Economic Development and Climate Change
Chair/Facilitator:
Francis Gentoral, Canadian Urban Institute
(CUI)
Documentor:
Cromwell Teves (HUDCC)

The breakout workshops lasted until past 7:00 p.m. in the evening. It was agreed that the
plenary presentations of the break-out groups will be done on the 2nd day of the Forum.

End of Day 1. Cocktails / Networking Session
Participants were invited to cocktails by the poolside of the Sofitel Philippine Plaza.

Day 2: November 12, 2009
Morning Session

Recap of Day 1
Zacarias Abanes, HUDCC Director, recapitulated the previous day’s events and discussions.
(Attachment J: Recap of Day 1)
Presentation 1: “Global Report on Human Settlements 2009: Planning Sustainable Cities”

Eden Garde, Habitat Program Manager for the Philippines, welcomed the participants and
thanked them for coming back on the second day of the forum. She informed the participants
that the day will start with the launching of the UNH Global Report on Human Settlements 20092010 which focuses on climate sustainable cities focusing on policy directions. The report was
launched in United States during the World Habitat Day 2009 with US President Obama
together with UN-HABITAT Executive Director Anna Tibaijuka. Other countries launched this
report during the WHD October 2009. But the Philippines did not celebrate WHD and launch
the report last year because it was just one week after the disastrous Typhoon Ondoy and
urgent focus was given on the relief efforts. She noted that the launch of the report during this
national forum is timely and relevant. She proceeded to introduce her colleague Bruno Dercon
from Indonesia to make a more detailed presentation of the global report.
Bruno Dercon, Technical Adviser of UNHABITAT Indonesia, presented the highlights of
the Global Report on Human Settlements 20092010. He informed the body that UN-Habitat
publishes the global report every 2 years. This
year’s edition focuses on the climate change
issues affecting human settlements and cities.
Among the points raised in the report, he
stressed the importance of the participation of
vulnerable and the poor population in urban
planning. In many countries, planning is
governed by rules and regulations and not so
much using participatory processes. Existing
planning practices are challenged by many
issues. How do we make planning really useful for cities and city managers and their sectors?
Among the many directions pointed out in the report, he focused on spatial planning which may
be used as a framework in strategic planning and decision-making.
He noted that there are two versions of the report: the long version which traces the history of
urban planning and discusses the evolution of theories and principles. The abridged version
focuses on highlights of the report, the issues and policy directions/recommendations. He
pointed out though that the real key issue is participation. Participation is discussed thoroughly
in the classroom but is actually very difficult when applied to actual practice. He emphasized
the appeal for planning to be relevant. Although there is a long list of issues, priority sectors

include transportation, energy, waste management, shelter. He encouraged the exchanges
among cities based on their experience in using planning tools in identifying strategies to
address climate change issues.
(Attachment K: Presentation on “Global Report on Human Settlements 2009: Planning
Sustainable Cities”)
Reactors:
Reaction from the Housing and Urban Development Coordinating Council
Celia Alba, HUDCC Assistant Secretary

Asec. Alba acknowledged that the report is very important to
HUDCC.
She started out by recalling that on September 26, 2009, Metro
Manila was submerged in water, hundreds of lives were lost,
and properties were damaged. The causes of the flood can be
traced to 2 factors: natural and man-made. Among the manmade factors was the lack of an integrated plan for metro
manila. The Philippines has so many plans, good in planning
but short in implementation. But in this case, this was no
substantial planning. Another man-made factor is the inability to
implement already existing plans. The 3 meter easement of waterways is not implemented.
Creeks were clogged because of garbage boiling down to failure to implement proper solid
waste management. Typhoons Ondoy, Pepeng and Santi points to the need, a painful reminder
to all of us of the need, to implement sustainable urban planning and safeguard our
environment.
The report is timely when the effects of recent typhoons are still fresh in people’s minds. The
report brought to fore the significance of future urban planning in addressing challenges that are
shaping 21st century cities like climate change, rapid urbanization, social and spatial inequalities
and the need for a more participatory approach in planning and decision-making.
The Philippines is one of the most urbanized countries in the world with 62% of population living
in urban areas. Its urban growth rate of 3.45% is exceeded only by Indonesia.
There are so many challenges in rapid urbanization. To ensure sustainable urbanization, we
need to plan seriously and implement them. The Philippines has well defined framework of
plans integrating strategic approaches including participatory planning.
Just recently, the president issued Executive Order 841 directing local chief executives to
formulate or update their CLUPs within six months. It specifically provided for the identification
of government lands suitable for socialized housing relocation or resettlement. It orders LGUs
to create task forces to do updating or formulating it. HUDCC hopes that in the next six months
LGUs would have a clearer direction on how to maximize the use of their land while delivering
basic services to their people.
The report pointed out to growing informal settlements and urban informality as challenges. It
also cited innovative approaches like regularization and upgrading of informal areas and mixed
used zoning, etc. Some of these approaches are already used in the Philippines.
In the Philippines, urban asset reform program addresses the issue on regularization and
upgrading of informal settlements. Under this program is the Community Mortgage program
(CMP) implemented by the SHFC. Government has a program declaring government lands as
socialized housing sites. Many settlements which used to be blighted have been improved.

The updated NUDHF provided the blueprint for the urban agenda and sustainable development.
The challenge lies in localizing the strategies and translating these into actual programs and
projects. It should guide improvement of the country’s urban system.
The global report provides an honest assessment of the trends and recommendations for urban
planning. HUDCC commends the UN-HABITAT for the report. It also looks forward to the
report next year on cities and climate change.

(Attachment L: HUDCC Reaction on the Global Report)
Reaction from the League of Cities of the Philippines
Linda Gonzales, Ligao City Mayor and LCP National Executive Board (NEB) member

Mayor Gonzales started with the question of how come the
report just came only now. It is the last terms of a lot of mayors
who are graduating after three terms in the office. She herself is
on her second term. She acknowledged that the report is
something very vital for the rest of her next 3-year term.
Philippine cities have become the drawer of people, businesses
and organizations. Increasing population, challenge of poverty
and the need for efficient infrastructure are some of the
challenges cities face. Mayors understand the enormity of their
work. But they must deliver. Local governance is not an easy
task. It is imperative to plan comprehensive and holistically for cities. The issue of sustainable
urbanization is crucial and urban planning can play a crucial role. She raised the question of
how to develop relevant CLUPs and CDPs as well as how often do the local development
councils get involved in the planning procession top of the many problems mayors face, there is
the high expectation of managerial excellence.
She expressed that it is a privilege to partner with UN-HABITAT and HUDCC. The LCP is
optimistic that with the global report, mayors can learn about innovative approaches that are
more responsive to new challenges.
She also updated the body that the LCP has partnered with the Union of Cities and Local
Governments (UCLG) in producing a policy paper on strategic urban planning in the region.
They are set to share the draft recommendation underscoring were efforts should be focused
on. Among the recommendations include for cities to incorporate strategic planning framework
in the governance process. There is also a need to implement performance monitoring systems
to evaluate progress.

(Attachment M: Reaction on the Global Report)

Reaction from the Presidential Commission on the Urban Poor
Percival Chavez, Presidential Commission for the Urban Poor (PCUP) Chair

The report raised important questions on social justice, equity
and human rights. The reaction is in behalf of the poor who
comprise almost 40% of the country’s population.
He resonated with the bright ideas and laudable principles in the
global report. The urban poor sector already fought for these
social justice provisions as early as 1987 and they have been
enshrined in the 1987 constitution. In 1992, the UDHA was
enacted and is now the framework for urban development. But
the bill drafted in 1995 for a Department of Housing was not
passed. The National Land Use Act is still pending.
Yesterday, 140 families were demolished in Estero de la Reyna, a waterway in Manila. No real
process was followed and no relocation. These are marginal stories. But these are the stories
of the poor. They live in marginal lands and have marginal stories. The government could
hardly cope with the housing and economic needs of the poor. Data show 3.6 million units
backlog in housing, an increasing phenomenon. Poverty incidence is at 20-30%, a statistic
which involves millions of families.
Main issue is participation and representation.
Why are we not part of planning involving displacement of the informal settles?
Why are we demolished without proper consultation and relocation?
Why are we relocated far from our origins and displaced from our sources of income?
Why are we demolished when it is still the school year and our children are studying?
Why are we asked to pay more than we can afford?
Why are considered public nuisance and blamed for the urban blight?
This is a question of accountability. Perhaps we need to review our constitution on social justice
provisions, principles and operational implementation of the laws. In the general appropriations
budget, only 1% or less is allocated for housing. But money is not the only problem.
PCUP is mandated to file charges against government counterparts when they violate the laws
and has in fact filed many charges. In the judiciary, poor has not had good jurisprudence. We
have always lost in cases because of the issue of real property rights. In one case, the court
cited the law pointing out the just and humane manner of eviction and demolition. They affirmed
consultation with the poor but they still recognized the illegal nature of the informal settlers.
In planning, we have to differentiate who are the planners, the decision-makers, the
implementers. The poor is not in the process. PCUP’s basic recommendation is to establish a
government agency directly accountable to the poor. PCUP has been pushing for the
establishment of the Department of Housing since 1992.
(Attachment N: Reaction on the Global Report)

Turnover of Report to HUDCC, DILG, NEDA and LCP
Eden Garde, UN-HABITAT Philippines
Bruno Dercon, UN-HABITAT Indonesia
Bernhard Barth, UN-HABITAT HQ in Nairobi
Angela Pinzon, UN-HABITAT Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific (ROAP) in Fukuoka
Celia Alba, HUDCC Assistant Secretary
Linda Gonzales, Ligao City Mayor and LCP NEB member
Percival Chavez, PCUP Chair
Tess Raguman, DILG Director
Jenny Tan, Tangub City Mayor
Eric Saratan, Talisay City Mayor

Break

Plenary Presentations: “Financing Climate Change Adaptation and Mitigation in Cities”
Brillo Reynes, Senior Vice President, Development Bank of the Philippines

Mr. Reynes expressed his congratulations to the organizers of
the PUDCC from the President of the DBP.
He started his presentation with a brief introduction and profile of
DBP as a well managed and multi-awarded corporation with
strong programs in environmental sustainability.
He explained that the bank follows 4 guideposts:
1. Archipelagic configuration of the country
2. The Pilipino people as its most important resource
3. Principles of sustainable development
4. Bias for development of the countryside
The bank also identified priority thrusts:
1. Infrastructure and logistics
2. Environment
3. Social development
4. MSME and enterprise development
For climate change, the bank has the following related financing programs:
1. Rehabilitation Program
2. Mitigation Programs
3. Adaptation Programs
He proceeded to explain details of the different programs. He also outlined financing windows
open to LGUs, GOCCs and private enterprises.

(Attachment O: Presentation on Financing Local Government Initiatives on Climate Change)

Plenary Presentations: “Financing Climate Change Adaptation and Mitigation in Cities”
Florian Steinberg, Asian Development Bank

Mr. Steinberg pointed out that the biggest sectors for ADB
programs are:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Transportation and communication
Energy
Multi-sector (including urban infrastructure)
Water and sanitation

Tools
Core Elements
Core Elements

Adaptation

Mitigation

Financing

ADB Climate Change Program
Mobilize
Concessional
Resources

Catalyze
Private
Capital

Maximize
Market
Mechanisms

Advance Energy Efficiency and Low-Carbon Energy Sources
Enable Sustainable Transport Policy and Application of
Efficient Systems
Promote Improved Urban Sanitation and Reduction of Fugitive
Methane Emissions
Promote Sustainable Land Use and Forest Management
Incorporate Vulnerability Risks into National Development
Strategies
Increase Climate Resilience of Vulnerable Sectors
“Climate Proof” Projects

Address Social Dimensions

He informed the group that there is a backlog in South East Asia in terms of generation of
projects and investments.
He also informed the group of the Ho Chi Mhin study (up to 2050) which showed that 30% of the
built up area will be affected. If we do a similar scenario building for Metro Manila, what will
happen?

He concluded by reiterating ADB’s role as catalyst of climate-friendly development and climate
change funds.
(Attachment P: Presentation on the ADB Climate Change Program)
Plenary Presentations: “Financing Climate Change Adaptation and Mitigation in Cities”
Victor Vergara, World Bank
Mr. Vergara started out with the bank’s major findings and
conclusions on the Philippines’ climate change situation. The
Philippines is highly vulnerable to climate change. While it is a
minor emitter, it requires major adaptation. To date, most
climate change effort has been focused on mitigation
particularly on the energy and transport sector. A more
comprehensive focus on adaptation is needed. There is a need
to establish stronger links between CC agenda and disaster risk
management.
He pointed out that 8 of the 10 poorest provinces (NCSB, 2006) are exposed to multiple
hazards – weather/climate. Within the East Asia Pacific, the Philippines has the highest number
of schools/school children exposed to natural hazards. He also noted that over the past two
decades, average annual direct damage was around PHP19.7 billion (real 2005 prices). He
expected this year 2009 would be breaking this record for a significant amount. Losses is
equivalent to about 0.5% of GDP per year and typhoon damage accounts for around 60% of
losses. More worrisome is that super typhoons more frequent and less predictable.
He informed the body that the landmark publication of WB, the World Development Report, will
be on climate change.
Among the ways forward he identified are:
1. Increase knowledge and awareness of climate change impacts
2. Further mainstream climate change in decision-making processes
At the national level, a) strengthen climate change framework and action plan, b)
strengthen linkages between DRM and climate change and c) support climate change
risk management n other sectors besides agriculture and energy (e.g., coastal
management, urban transport)
3. Further mainstream climate change in decision-making processes. Address short
planning horizon of local executives; Improve coordination with national government;
strengthen decision making tools
4. More systematic and sustained advocacy (part of strategic and operational framework)
5. Improve access to and affordability of CC mitigation and adaptation technologies
6. Further mobilize and diversify climate risk management and financing schemes
7. Strengthen systems, practices and capacities for disaster risk management (DRM) at
local and regional level - focus on reducing vulnerability.
8. Develop disaster risk transfer strategy to reduce the financial burden of the public sector,
share risks with private sector.
9. Technical support to DOF for design of a lending facility for LGUs for DRM-related
activities, soft terms to encourage LGU rehabilitation and recovery efforts

Mr. Vergara proceeded to outline the on-going activities of the bank related to climate change.
He specially mentioned the potential CAT DDO which is in the pipeline for 2010. This will
enable the country to establish a standby facility for government to respond to ensure that
governments are capable of responding to climate change challenges.
(Attachment Q: Presentation on “Climate Change in the Philippines: Summary of Issues
and Challenges)

Open Forum
Mr. Christopher Rollo, UN-HABITAT Knowledge Manager, facilitated the open forum focused on
clarifications on the three preceding presentations. Among the salient points discussed were:

In response to queries on what are some of the most immediate responses to climate change,
Mr. Vergara identified “behavior” as the most effective no-cost response to climate change.
He also pointed out that financing mechanisms are complicated and not well understood.
The discussion also focused on the need to establish and institutionalize risk-sensitive land use
planning. A number of participants shared on the hazard mapping done by various agencies
and institutions. The information could be used in developing climate change sensitized land
use plans.

Lunch

Day 2
Afternoon Session
Presentation of Group Outputs on the “Urban Sector Action Agenda on Climate Change”
Group A: Urban Governance
Anthony Xenon Walde of Makati City presented the group’s output.
The priority issues and challenges identified by the group are:
1. Weak implementation of laws
2. Incoherence/inadequate integration (national and local policies)
3. Weak coordination among Government Agencies
4. Inadequate capacity on the part of LGUs for climate adaptation and mitigation
5. Limited financing/fund sourcing
GAPS/NEEDS

Action Points/Agenda

Limited resources

Establishment of an LGU Financing System
Revenue efficiency measures (E0 646 to improve
revenue w/o increasing taxes)

Capacity Building /education for Mayors
and City Council on CCA/DRR

Require mayors/councils to undergo capacity
building/trainings (especially right after
assumption of office)

Laws need to be implemented/repealed

Inventory of related environmental laws;
Joint position papers (LGU Leagues);
Mechanisms for dialogue with Congress;
Revision of Building Code,

Dedicated office that coordinates
mainstreaming of CCA in LGU programs

Creation of interim organizational set-up (ex.
Task force under the Office of the Mayor)

Inter-agency coordination

Engage wider stakeholdership (public-private
partnership)

Aspect of CCA and DRR in local
development plans

CLUP and CDP should sensitize CCA/DRR

(Attachment R: Presentation of Group A)

Group B: Urban Poverty Alleviation
Nick Teves of HUDCC presented the group’s output.

Process

Policy

Strategic
partnerships

Institutional

Issues
Lack of data; discrepancies in
the existing data, specifically
those on the informal settlers
Informal sector left out in the
planning and implementation
process; problem in inclusivity
Gap in existing government
housing programs/approaches
especially in addressing the
informal settlers
There is an existing
government standard in
relocation but is not strictly
followed (e.g. Resettlement
Action Plan and UDHA)
Technocrats and officials have
different standards and
approaches for urban
development
Existing financing instruments
are not responsive to climate
change victims (e.g. nonmembers of PAGIBIG or GSIS)
Limited budget for housing and
urban development sector
Not all sectors are involved in
the climate change effort
especially the business sector

Lack of capacity building on the
housing sector on climate
change adaptation

(Attachment S: Presentation of Group B)

Action Points
Survey on informal settlers

Consistently involve the informal sector
and the poor in urban planning
Explore and develop new programs in line
with land tenure and ownership modalities
especially in the light of climate change
Review in the light of climate change and
popularize the standards

Develop a uniform development
framework where all the stakeholders are
involved; Advocate for the viability of
small cities and increase their
competitiveness
Review the financial instruments like
housing or calamity loans of NGAs

Increase the budget for housing
Make services to the poor attractive to the
corporations for them to invest and deliver
services (e.g. water)
Need to tap corporate sector for training,
livelihood and basic services
Implement new and holistic approaches in
skills improvement

Group C: Urban Environmental Management
Raymond Arguelles of Palafox Associates presented the group’s output.
Priority Issues and
Gaps

Quick Impact Actions

Long-term Actions

Framework to redefine urban
ecosystems in order to broaden
its scientific definition which can
be added into the NUDHF.

Harmonization of policies by the
Climate Change Commission

Look at the NLUA as possible
area to strengthen subsidiarity

Explore incentives for regional
coordination.

Use the San Carlos prototype
as a model for coordination

Reproduce good practices for
LGUs

Enhance advocacy for further
appreciation of climate change
through education

Harmonization of LGU policies for
the delivery of urban services

POLICIES
Lack of discussion in
urban environment
and land use planning
in the NUDHF
-

Institutional
Arrangements

A ) Coordination Gap

IMPLEMENTATION
PROCESSES

Strengthen R&D on climate
change
Monitoring of coalescing of
climate change institutions
Enlist professionals in the
discussions

(Attachment T: Presentation of Group C)

Group D: Local Economic Development
Hazel Alfon of UNIDO presented the group’s output.
(Attachment U: Presentation of Group D)
ISSUES/ CHALLENGES

GAPS/NEEDS

SOLUTIONS/ ACTIONS

NUDHF is still Manila-centric
(no mention of decongestion of
Metro Manila)

No mention of the
regions/countryside

Emphasize decongestion of
Metro Manila; More focus on
promoting regional growth
centers (outside Metro Manila)

NUDHF only reinforces the
prevailing bias towards
sprawling urban development

Urban development framework
seem not keeping abreast with
new trends towards selfcontained communities

Promote the development of
self-contained communities
(lesser need for commuting)

Varied and conflicting data from
various agencies; no single
repository of indicators; no
single clearing house

Lack of credible/ authoritative
empirical historical data
(constantly updated) Absence
of a single repository

Establish a nationwide Urban
Observatory – common
repository of urban
development-related
database, and the like
(integrating data/ information
management)

Policy conflicts among NGAs;
and between NGAs and LGUs;
and between NGAs, LGUs and
CSO thrusts

Lack of coordination (among
NGAs, LGUs, CSOs) on LED

Harmonize agenda towards
LED (NGAs, LGUs

Lack of orchestration of
planning; non-mainstreaming of
CC in the planning

CC is not integrated/
mainstreamed in planning
process

CC as integral theme in all
plans by all sectors; to be
incorporated in the school
curricula

Lack of convergence
mechanisms

Consolidating/
Converging/
Streamlining of agencies
(especially LED institutions)

POLICY

Institutional/Organizational
Too many LED agencies/
authorities created – Who’s in
charge?

Process

Limited access of LGUS to
climate market mechanisms

Lack of awareness on CC
market

Scale up awareness on
climate market mechanisms
thru fora of Leagues;

Lack of emphasis of CC impact
on LED policies

LGUs lack capacity to prepare
appropriate proposals

Develop programs that
address CC in LED

Industry players not on board in
CC

Weak linkage building between
government and industry
players re CC programs

Identification of and supporting
Industry Champions on CC

Green efforts not given peso
value

Lack of awards/incentives for
greener LED

Upscaling IEC/advocacies re
peso impacts of Green
initiatives (Develop standard
process of monetization)

Partnerships

Lack of emphasis of CC impact
on LED policies

How to translate CC into money
value

CC green initiatives = Pesos
Lack of accreditation system for
CC

Document practices and share
among LGUs

Open Forum
Ms. Laids Mamonong, UN-HABITAT Project Coordinator for Climate Change, facilitated the
open forum on coming up with an urban action agenda for climate change. She informed the
body that initially the open forum should have been yesterday so a more enhanced urban action
agenda could be presented to the body today.
Participants expressed that the presentations were very impressive but work should be done on
synthesizing them. It was noted that there is need to look into our laws of which there are
already too many of them. For operating units, it is hard to comply. The private sector also has
to sit down and synthesize their thoughts. There is need to prioritize those that can be
accomplished in 6 months.
It was also pointed out the there are already many recommendations of which some are specific
and some are general. They have to be given a form that would be acted upon. There is a
need to sustain and have a support mechanism.
Many activities needed to be done. There were strong recommendations particularly in the
Climate Change Act that require LGUs to comply. Much can be done through partnerships.
How to organize and establish partnerships? There is a need to sit down with partners and
systematize and develop action plan and share that. While something could come out of this
workshop, the process is something more comprehensive and should evolve.
There was a suggestion to bring together technocrats to guide LGUs. Even with the CLUP,
most of the LGUs feel that they are not competent enough to do it. This may be similar to
climate change. Thus, at the local level, LGUs should be guided.
There were questions on how long will it take to translate the discussions into real action?
PIEP has come up with position on proposed analysis and action agenda in relation to the
recent events and is willing to help in getting things moving. It is looking for guidelines and
looking forward to partner with other organizations. Participants were informed that they can
get copies of the position paper from PIEP.
A point was raised on how to carry forward the action plan especially since many of the decision
makers are not present. It is important for people to be part of the development of the plan as
individuals and as institutions. Participants are encouraged to own the action plan.
A question on how to process the action plan was raised. A suggestion was to work with the
laws and the PUC. All the stakeholders are sitting in the PUC and follow through work could be
done there. Secretariat there should be able to consolidate and forward the results to the PUC
which is envisioned to be a very active forum. HUDCC together with partners is trying to
institutionalize it.
On Executive Order 841, what help can be done for LGUs to update their CLUPs in the next 6
months? HUDCC was actually surprised as it was not consulted when the EO was drafted.
The HLURB is not capacitated to really assist the LGUs. A meeting will be called within the
week to explore how assistance can be done. There is a need to update the CLUP especially in
socialized housing. It is quite a daunting task and rather impossible. HUDCC will comply and
will sit down on how to do it.

It was suggested that since it is not possible to cover all LGUs right away, LGUs that are high
risk can be prioritized. Many of Philippine towns and cities are vulnerable to tsunamis and sea
level rise. LGUs need to talk to their neighbors when they update their CLUPs because
disasters do not respect political boundaries. For example, the problem of the Laguna
watershed cannot be dissociated from the problem with the Marikina Valley. Interjurisdictional
issues are a big problem to overcome. In updating, they can at least be aware of the
implications of their neighbor’s CLUPs to their own CLUPs. PIEP is offering its assistance to
LGUs in mobilizing its members to provide assistance in organizing initial directions.

Turnover of the Group Outputs on the Action Agenda to HUDCC

Dr. Mario Delos Reyes, Noel Duhaylungsod, Nick Teves and Hazel Alfon turned over the group
outputs to Lucille Ortille, HUDCC Undersecretary.
Note:
As a result of the national forum, a Philippine Urban Stakeholders’ Action Agenda on Climate
Change was drawn up and presented to the Philippine Urban Consortium (PUC) as a concrete
set of directions that the urban stakeholders can pursue in the short and medium term future.
(Attachment V: Philippine Urban Stakeholders’ Action Agenda on Climate Change)
Other Matters:
An advocacy campaign on the “tenmillionmovement” was shared and participants were
requested to sign the petition. A similar petition saying “we have the right to clean air” was
successful. The signed petition was presented congress and that gave a big push for the
signing of the clean air act. Interested participants may also visit website at
www.tenmillionmovement.ning.com. The target is to hit ten million signatures. Aside from
signing up, the signer commits to do something. It is his “this is my green act.” Thus, the ten
million signatures mean ten million actions.

Closing Remarks
The closing remarks of Benjamin Abalos, Jr., Mandaluyong City Mayor & LCP President, was
delivered by Linda Gonzales, Ligao City Mayor and LCP NEB member.
Mayor Gonzales informed the group that Mayor Abalos
was really bound to come here but had to make a u-turn
to Malacanang Palace upon the President’s bidding.
She thanked HUDCC and UN-HABITAT for partnering
with LCP in organizing the forum.
This is the time to seriously look at climate change
especially with the experience with typhoons Ondoy and
Pepeng. We cannot solely blame the hands of nature.
Man has a hand in the disasters as can be seen in the
encroachment of waterways, forest denudation,
infrastructure, solid waste management, etc. The LCP
looks forward to the successful implementation of the
Climate Change Act. The leagues are made part of the
advisory board of the Climate Change Commission. This is important because it is really at the
local level that the problems are most felt.
The global report presents ways to reform our urban planning system. LCP can learn from the
experience of other cities. LGUs are compelled to generate more resources for more people to
take care of. LCP is glad to know that ADB, WB, DBP have financing windows open for climate
change programs. Key to progress is good governance
On behalf of LCP president and members of the national executive board, she thanked UNHABITAT, HUDCC, and partners for the very productive and successful forum.
(Attachment W: Closing Message)

Upon exit, participants were provided CDs containing the conference kit materials,
presentations and other forum documentation for their reference.

