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February 11, 2011 

Masskara Function Hall, Bacolod City Hall 
Bacolod City 

 
Bacolod City Hall Personnel welcomed Sorsogon City Mayor Leovic R. Dioneda along with the 
members of the Sorsogon City Executive-Legislative bodies for a seminar on “Local Planning 
System and Urban Management in view of Climate Change and Risk Reduction Mainstreaming” 
last February 11, 2011 held at the Masskara Conference Hall of the Bacolod City Hall. 
Participants in this workshop are members and staff of the Executive and Legislative bodies, 
along with a representative from the Provincial Planning and Development Office (PPDO) and 
Sangguniang Panlalawigan. 
  
The objective of the seminar is to get the Executive and Legislative 
bodies onboard in mainstreaming climate change into the local 
development planning process. 
 
The Bacolod City Government started the workshop with a 
presentation about their city led by the Bacolod Tourism Officer, Ms. 
Gloria Achilles. After which the City Administrator, Dr. Roger Balo, 
delivered the welcome remarks on behalf of Hon. Mayor Evelio R. 
Leonardia. Hon. Mayor Leovic R. Dioneda likewise, delivered the 
introductory remarks and encouraged the participants to be pro-
active in the said seminar. 

 
UN-HABITAT Knowledge Management Specialist Cris Rollo 
introduced the Climate Change Project of UN-HABITAT which is 
a convergence of two tracks:  UN-HABITAT’S Cities and Climate 
Change Initiative (CCCI) and the Millennium Development Goal 
Achievement Fund 1656 (MDG-F 1656) which is a joint program 
of the United Nations and the Philippine Government.  He 
discussed the Sorsogon City’s climate change project currently 
implementing four demonstration projects which are concrete 
outputs emanating from the city’s strategy on climate change 
actions. He also proudly commended Sorsogon City for being 
the most successful and for delivering the most and complete 
results out of the 5 demo sites selected by UN-Habitat 
worldwide. 

 
After Mr. Rollo’s presentation, Councilor Rogelio Jebulan from the Sorsogon City West District 
asked how farmers can sustain their livelihoods due to the effects of Climate Change. UN-
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HABITAT’s Climate Change Coordinator, Ms. Adelaida Mamonong, briefly explained how 
alternative livelihood is related to housing structure improvements. She cited an example 
wherein residents can be trained in construction and rebuilding houses as a lot of houses here 
in Sorsogon, based on the V&AA results, need to be retrofitted or strengthened to withstand 
the effects of Climate Change. Ms. Mamonong stated “… the people who are greatly affected, 
they don’t know how to improve their houses yet in order to make it adaptable to the 
upcoming Climate Change challenges. So we see a need for training in manpower and skills 
improvement to service the demand.” Relatedly, Mr. Tito Fortes, a UN-Habitat Project Office 
Consultant, clarified whether the alternative livelihood interventions have already been 
identified or if it’s still under study. In this regard, Ms. Mamonong informed the body that the 
livelihood intervention is already on one of the on-going demo projects. 
 
Ms. Mamonong then took the stage to present the 
V&AA Results for Local Development Considerations 
highlighting the area hotspots, the climate risks and 
hazards and the effect to our city’s sustainable 
development. She then stressed the importance of 
the legislator’s presence as this will enable them to 
fully appreciate the climate change initiatives which 
will then facilitate the legislative process on the 
subject and take a stand to prioritize Climate Change 
Initiatives. She further emphasized the setting of city 
climate change priorities to identify key areas for 
action. Ms. Mamonong then discussed the goal: 
“Enhanced City capacity for climate change resilience 
and responsiveness” wherein by doing a problem and 
objective tree analysis, it will lead to the identification 
of priority areas for action. Furthermore, by identifying quick wins and medium to long term 
solutions, we’ll be able to see the cost of business as usual and value the Climate Change 
impacts.  
 
She then presented the Rationalized Planning System which is being followed by the DILG and 
used to review the Comprehensive Land Use Plan (CLUP) and the Comprehensive Development 
Plan (CDP) of Sorsogon City. “So the work that’s being done in Sorsogon City..” she said, “..may 
surface lessons that will make important enhancements for the guidelines being made by the 
DILG.” This project is also in partnership with DILG and HUDCC which will guide national policy 
makers what to improve in the current planning system. 
 
She further explained the DILG’s efforts at mainstreaming DRRM/CCA in local governance 
through the Risk Sensitive Comprehensive Development Plan (CDP) in the Rationalized Local 
Planning System (RPS).  She explained the four components of the RPS which are: 1) the 
planning structure, 2) the code-mandated plans which are the CLUP and the CDP, 3) the 
planning process and 4) the tools for implementation. She also explained in detail the 
rationalized planning process and situated shelter planning as an important component of the 
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CDP. Moreover, Ms. Mamonong stressed the need to step up in terms of having a vision and an 
updated CDP and CLUP as Sorsogon City, is being watched closely by the other municipalities as 
a pilot city for them to replicate Sorsogon’s success. After Ms. Mamonong’s presentation, Mr. 
Fortes queried if all our efforts are directed to Climate Change only. As we may also experience 
a different kind of phenomena later in the future, then we’ll probably have to change the 
plans/process again. To which Ms. Mamonong replied with: “… It’s not changing the process, 
it’s enhancing it…” meaning we can just make adjustments to the current plans and adapt it to 
the situation. 
 

Immediately after Ms. Mamonong’s presentation, Ms. Cora 
Astillero, a representative from Provincial Planning and 
Development Office (PPDO), continued with the presentation of 
Sorsogon City’s Provincial Physical Framework Plan. She then 
explained the relationship of the City’s CDP/CLUP with the 
Provincial Physical Framework Plan. Ms. Astillero then 
continued to present Sorsogon Province’s demography, existing 
settlement patterns, physical characteristics, land use and 
Physical Framework Plan. She then proceeded to talk about the 
Province’s strategies, programs and projects. As a reaction, 
Councilor Nestor Baldon highlighted the importance of 
synchronizing the CLUPs and 
CDPs of the City, 
Municipalities and the 
Province as well as data 
inputs from the UN Habitat 

especially when it comes to identifying appropriate 
development projects to address the problem on hand. He 
also stressed the need for inter-sectoral consultation and 
‘bottoms up’ project planning process to make the 
interventions more relevant and effective. 
 
Following Ms. Astillero’s presentation, Ms. Amillah S. Rodill, an Architect and Urban Planner, 

then presented the Orientation on Comprehensive 
Land Use Planning and Comprehensive Development 
Planning. She first discussed the project’s objective 
which is to provide technical assistance and capacity 
building support to Sorsogon City in the review, 
reformulation and enhancement of the City 
Comprehensive Land Use Plan (CLUP) and 
Comprehensive Development Plan (CDP) taking into 
account climate change impacts and disaster risk 
reduction. She then explained the definition of CDP 
and CLUP along with their differences as well as CDP’s 
Sectoral Coverage and Executive-Legislative Agenda. 
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She gave a brief overview on the results of the previous workshops where they conceptualized 
a vision for Sorsogon City (Workshop 1) then refined the vision, formulated plans and 
developed goals to ensure success of the projects being implemented (Workshop 2) and 
ultimately, was able to present a draft of an updated CLUP, CDP, and ELA to Stakeholders for 
feedback (Workshop 3). 
 
Ms. Rodill then demonstrated an example of how meaningful and relevant this exercise could 
be by showing New York City’s PlaNYC. She highlighted the 5 principles used by PlaNYC which 
are 1) Aspirational 2) Ambitious 3) Achievable 4) Accessible and 5) Accountable as well as the 
factors contributing to PlaNYC’s success. In view of this, she recommended that we use this as a 
guideline for our own programs and policies. Lastly, she discussed the process of CLUP and CDP 
preparation process. After Ms. Rodill’s presentation, Councilor Divina suggested that it will be a 
good idea to have public consultation and participation of multi-sectoral groups for CLUP 
preparation to be effective to avoid the same shortcoming of the previous exercise on the same 
subject where public consultation was lacking. Ms. Rodill retorted affirmatively saying, ‘Yes, it is 
easier if you have them on board at the early stage of the planning process so it will be easier 
for them to adapt.’. Ms. Lara De Castro added that though we have the technical expertise, we 
also have to acknowledge their views to provide us with the solutions they suggest. So it is 
imperative that everyone should be a part of the planning process. Councilor Detera suggested 
that a set of questionnaires be prepared prior to the seminar/workshops in order for the 
participants to come up with relevant inputs before hand. Hon. Mayor Leovic R. Dioneda then 
clarified the question saying that with these set of questionnaires, participants can prepare 
their ideas and views on the topic more effectively and interactions among the participants will 
be made possible. 
 
After Ms. Rodill’s presentation, Ms. Lara 
T. De Castro, an Environmental 
Specialist, showcased some of the 
outputs from the workshop-conference 
last January 12 to 14, 2011, aimed at 
formulating a climate and disaster 
resilient housing design and site 
planning standards addressing disaster 
and climate change issues. The designs 
such as an octagon-shaped house, house 
on stilts etc. have been developed to 
respond to the following hazards 1) 
extreme heat (El Niño) and increased precipitation (La Niña) 2) flooding and typhoon 3) 
extreme temperatures resulting to heavy rainfall and flood, and 4) various hydrological hazards. 
Ms. De Castro clarified that these are still to be presented to the plenary for discussion and will 
be finalized into standards for implementation. 
 



Activity Report: Local Planning System and Urban Management 

in view of Climate Change and Risk Reduction Mainstreaming Seminar 
February 11, 2011 @ Bacolod City 

5 

Ms. Mamonong expressed her appreciation for the 
very productive exercise and active participation of 
everyone. She valued the ideas and suggestions of 
the participants which will contribute to the crafting 
of effective and responsive recommendations to 
decision makers. She also announced that there will 
be an upcoming CLUP workshop tentatively dated 
March 2, 3 and 4 and encouraged the participants to 
be present as there is a need to finalize our strategic 
directions. 
 
To conclude the seminar, Hon. Mayor Leovic R. 
Dioneda delivered the closing remarks thanking 

everyone for their presence and encouraging them to also participate in the upcoming 
workshop in March. He also thanked the Vice Mayor of Bacolod City, Hon. Jude Thaddeus A. 
Sayson, for welcoming the Sorsogon City’s delegation and also extended his thanks to the Hon. 
Mayor Evelio R. Leonardia who was presently indisposed. Hon. Vice Mayor Sayson welcomed 
the Sorsogon City delegation and thanked Mayor Leovic R. Dioneda for choosing Bacolod City as 
the site of the seminar. 


